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Christian Doctrine 
in Genesis

Mark Bergemann

-

All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, for 
rebuking, for correcting, and for training in righteousness, so 
that the man of God may be complete, well equipped for every 
good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

-

,   

John Jeske writes, “People who restrict their Bible reading to the New Testa-
ment will, of course, be able to see this fundamental truth of the sinner’s relation-
ship with God, but they won’t see it as clearly.”  

Connecting Sinai to Calvary—A Guide to the Old Testament -

George Lillegard writes, “Some emphasize the New Testament as if it were 
opposed to the Old Testament, whereas in reality the New Testament is based so 
completely on the Old that it cannot be understood aright without real knowledge 
of the Old Testament writings.”

From Eden to Egypt—Genesis the Book of Beginnings 

Christian Doctrine in Genesis
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He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to be-
lieve all that the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have 

with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself (Luke 24:25-27).

“I am saying nothing other than what the prophets and Moses 

to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light to our people 

As was his custom, Paul went to the Jews, and on three Sabbath 
days he led them in a discussion from the Scriptures, explaining 

(Acts 17:2-3).

Christian Doctrine in Old Testament Books

Isaiah II—An Exposition of Isaiah 40-66
-
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-
-

4 

 
The Whole Christian Doctrine in Genesis 1-5.

Christian Worship—God Gives His Gospel 
Gifts, People’s Bible Teachings 

Ken Ham is founder of Answers in Genesis, the creation apologetic organiza-
tion that built the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter in Kentucky.  

The Lie—Evolution 
44.

Zorn (died 1928) taught and wrote in German.  Northwestern Publishing House 
published four of his books.  The most recent was The Psalms—A Devotional 
Commentary (translated into English by John F. Sullivan, 2005).  

The Whole Christian Doctrine in Genesis 1-5

.  
Grace Abounds—The SPLENDOR of CHRISTIAN 

DOCTRINE

Christian Doctrine in Genesis
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God is Almighty and Eternal
Genesis 1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth (Gen-
esis 1:1).

Before the mountains were born, before you gave birth to the 
earth and the world, from eternity to eternity you are God.  …
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day, like yesterday 
that has gone by, or like a watch in the night (Psalm 90:2,4).

  

-

Moses wrote one Psalm (#90), making that Psalm the oldest of all the Psalms.  
Poems by Moses are also in Exodus 15 and in Deuteronomy 32 and 33.  One 
hundred of the 150 Psalms identify the author in their headings.  Seventy-three 

-
tional Psalms to David, so David wrote at least 78 Psalms, more than half of the 
150 Psalms.   These details and more are on pages 16-17 of The People’s Bible—
Psalms 1–72, John Brug, NPH 1989.

whole universe involving matter, time, and space—into existence.”  
A Commentary on Genesis 1-11

God is Almighty and Eternal
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Am I a God who is only nearby, declares the , and not a 
-

declares the  (Jeremiah 23:23-24).

God Spoke ...and It Was So

and there was light (verse 3). 

God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together to 
and it was so (verse 9).

-

and it was so (verse 11).

God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to di-
vide the day from the night, and let them serve as markers to 
indicate seasons, days, and years.  Let them serve as lights in 

and it was so 
(verses 14-15).

God said, “Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let 

“Be fruitful and multiply.  Fill the waters of the seas, and let birds 

God said, “Let the earth produce living creatures according to 
their own kind, livestock, creeping things, and wild animals ac-

and it was so (verse 24).

God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our 

God is Almighty and Eternal
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and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that crawls on the 
earth (verse 26).

By the word of the  the heavens were made.  By the breath 
of his mouth he made the whole army of stars.  …For he said, 

He gave a command, and there it stood 
(Psalm 33:6,9).

By faith we know that the universe was created by God’s word, so 
that what is seen did not come from visible things (Hebrews 11:3).

Good ...Very Good

-

 “God saw everything that he had made, and 

notices
-

  

-
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God is Triune
Genesis 1-3

 
“The  God said, ‘Look, 

 After discussing where the Trinity is referenced in Genesis chapter 1, Carl 
Lawrenz writes, “With this, we by no means want to say that the creation account 
explicitly teaches the mystery of the Holy Trinity.”  Lawrenz and Jeske, 36-37.  

The EHV Study Bible mentions this in its comment on Genesis 1:2.  I highly 
recommend the EHV Study Bible.  It is available as an app in the Microsoft App 
Store, and as a hardcover book from Northwestern Publishing House 

 

Lawrenz expands on this, “It is through the second person of the Trinity that 
God expresses himself, not only in his work of redemption but also in his work of 
creation.”  Lawrenz and Jeske, 48.
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  
Through him everything was made, and without him not one 
thing was made that has been made (John 1:1-3).

his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, 
full of grace and truth (John 1:14).

-

I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between 
your seed and her seed. He will crush your head, and you will 
crush his heel (Genesis 3:15).

_________________________________________

Angels
Genesis 1-3

do not have
have both -

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 

-

“Are not all angels ministering spirits sent out to serve for the 
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work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from 
all his work that he had been doing (Genesis 1:31-2:2). 

-

-

Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which 
the  God had made.  He said to the woman, “Has God really 

-

“Now, so that he does not reach out his hand and also take 
 God 

sent him out from the Garden of Eden to work the soil from 
which he had been taken.  So he drove the man out, and in 

-
ing sword, which turned in every direction to guard the way to 
the Tree of Life (Genesis 3:22-24).

The EHV Study Bible calls cherubim “God’s honor guard,” in its comment on 
Genesis 3:22.  
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Humankind
Genesis 1-2

  

  

God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our like-

over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over all the 

God created the man in his own image.  
In the image of God he created him.  
Male and female he created them.  

God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to 
divide the day from the night, and let them serve as markers to indicate sea-
sons, days, and years.  Let them serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to give 

light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night.  He also made the 
stars.  God set these lights in place in the expanse of the sky to provide light 
for the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light 
from the darkness.  
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over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves 

“Let 

“Let us make man in our image, according to our 

    

-
-

The Image of God

 -

  

,   

“The real seat of the image of God is the soul.    [Continued on next page.] 
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-

practices, and put on the new self, which is continually being renewed 

,   

God’s Names

The body is the organ of the soul, and thus the image of God was also evident in 
what the body did.” 

God So Loved the World—A Study of Christian Doctrine -

-
ed by its deceitful desires, and to be renewed continually in the spirit of your 
mind, and to put on the new self, which has been created to be like God in 
righteousness and true holiness. 

continue to do these things you want to do. 
Indeed, I know that good does not live in me, that is, in 

carry it out.  So I fail to do the good I want to do. Instead, the evil I do not want 
to do, that is what I keep doing.  Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no 
longer I who am doing it, but it is sin living in me.

LSI Journal, Vol. 36, no. 1 (winter 2022) www.LutheranScience.org
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-

Dirt and Breath   

-
  

The  God formed the man from the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being (Genesis 2:7).

 Some people falsely claim that Genesis 2:4-25 is a second creation account 

the fall 2021 LSI Journal at . 
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“breathed 

  

-
-

Bone of My Bones

The God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I 

Out of the soil the  God had formed every wild animal and 
every bird of the sky, and he brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them.  Whatever the man called every living 
creature, that became its name.  The man gave names to all the 
livestock, and to the birds of the sky, and to every wild animal, 
but for Adam no helper was found who was a suitable partner 

Adam was formed from “the dust of the ground” (Genesis 2:7).  Animals were 
formed from the “earth” (Genesis 1:24), and from “soil” (Genesis 2:19).  

Pairs of all the animals that have the breath of life in them 
went to Noah in the ark.  A male and female of each animal that breathes went 
in.  
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The  God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep.  As 
the man slept, the 
where it had been.  The  God built a woman from the rib 
that he had taken from the man and brought her to the man 
(Genesis 2:21-22).  

image. -

out of man (Genesis 2:23). 

-

For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and 

(Genesis 2:24).

Some Pharisees came in order to test him.  They asked, “Is 

you read that from the beginning their Maker ‘made them male and female,’ 
and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and remain 
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Sin
Genesis 1-6

The  God took the man and settled him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and to take care of it.  The  God gave a 
command to the man.  He said, “You may freely eat from every 
tree in the garden, but you shall not eat from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, for on the day that you eat from 

  

Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which 
the  God had made.  He said to the woman, “Has God 

(Genesis 3:1). 

-

-

Sin
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Eve’s Reply to Satan

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the 
trees of the garden, but not from the fruit of the tree that is in 
the middle of the garden.  God has said, ‘You shall not eat from 

The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die.  In 
fact, God knows that the day you eat from it, your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil (Gen-
esis 3:4-5).

-

Lawrenz and Jeske advance this understanding on page 132, and the EHV 
Study Bible does so in its comment on Genesis 3:3.  

You belong to your father, the Devil, and you want to do your 
next page...
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-
   

Fall Into Sin

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was appealing to the eyes, and that the tree was desir-
able to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate.  She 
gave some also to her husband, who was with her, and he ate 
it (Genesis 3:6).

-

The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that 

coverings for their waists (Genesis 3:7).

-
something they lost.  

did not remain standing in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  Whenev-
er he lies, he speaks from what is his, because he is a liar and the father of lying.  
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“They were both naked, the man and his wife, and 
 

-

44

In the day that God created man, he made him in the likeness 
of God.  He created them male and female and blessed them, 

Adam lived 130 years, and he became the father of a son in his 
own likeness, according to his own image, and he named him 
Seth (Genesis 5:1-3).

The  God said, “Look, the man has become like one of 
us, knowing good and evil.  
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The  saw that the wickedness of mankind was great on the 
earth, and that all the thoughts and plans they formed in their 
hearts were only evil every day.  …In the sight of God the earth 

corrupt in all their ways on the earth (Genesis 6:5,11-12).

Thanks be to God that He sent us a Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  

-

-

Ashes to Ashes, Dust to Dust

By the sweat of your face you will eat bread until you return to 
the soil, for out of it you were taken.  For you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return (Genesis 3:19).

-

 The preceding part 8 states, “But, on the 
other hand, we believe, teach, and confess that original sin is not a slight, but 
so deep a corruption of human nature that nothing healthy or uncorrupt has re-
mained in man’s body or soul, in his inner or outward powers, but, as the Church 
sings: Through Adam’s fall is all corrupt, Nature and essence human.” 

 
Remember your Creator before the silver cord is 

snapped, and the golden bowl is broken, before the jar is shattered by the 
spring, and the water wheel is broken by the well, and the dust goes back into 
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Salvation
Genesis 3

-

I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between 
your seed and her seed.  He will crush your head, and you will 
crush his heel (Genesis 3:15).

-

-
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Thankfully, God’s Genesis 3:15 promise applies to us too.  Jesus 
lived, died, and rose for us, just as He did for Adam and Eve.  That is God’s 
grace—His undeserved love for us.  

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 

_________________________________________

Worship
Genesis 4

“I will bless the  
 

Elephants in the Room—EVOLUTION versus the MES-
SAGE OF SCRIPTURE .    

And everything you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the  Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

So whether you eat or drink, or do anything else, do ev-
erything to the glory of God.  
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Do not be afraid, because I have redeemed you.  I have called 
you by name.  You are mine.  …Because I am the  your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  …I myself love you.  …
Everyone who is called by my name, everyone I created for my 
glory, everyone I formed, yes, everyone I have made.  …This 
people that I formed for myself will declare my praise (Isaiah 
43:1,3,4,7,21). 

  

-

Abel tended sheep, but Cain worked the ground.  As time 
 from the 

 looked favorably on Abel 

The 

It has a strong desire for you, but you must rule over it (Genesis 
4:2-7). 

Let us not neglect meeting together, as some have the habit 
of doing.  Rather, let us encourage each other, and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.  

Worship
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-

what

faith he was commended in Scripture as righteous when God 

-

“The  

, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.  For 

broken spirit.  A broken and crushed heart, O God, you will not 
despise (Psalm 51:15-17). 

Worship
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Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the Evil One and mur-

own works were evil, while those of his brother were righteous 
(1 John 3:12).

Public Worship

-

response
  

Later a son was born to Seth, and he named him Enosh.  This is 
when people began to proclaim the name of the  (Genesis 
4:26).  

“Our observation of Scripture leads us to this conclusion about Christian 
worship.  When believers gather for worship, their purpose is to proclaim the 
good news about forgiveness and salvation through Jesus Christ.  …When 
Christians proclaim the gospel in public worship, they are praising God; and 
when Christians praise God in public worship, they do so by proclaiming the 
gospel.”  

Christian Worship—God Gives His Gospel Gifts

Worship
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-

,   

-

, lead us to follow in the footsteps of these early believers 
by proclaiming your name.  Amen.  

Mark Bergemann is a retired electrical engineer with a B.S. from the 
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee.  He serves as president of the Lutheran 
Science Institute and as Martin Luther College adjunct instructor for the 
online courses Creation Apologetics 101 and 102.  He is a member of 
Good Shepherd’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in West Allis, Wisconsin.

Worship
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In worship we receive gifts from God through Word and sac-
rament, such as free forgiveness in Christ, the lifting of sin’s 
burden on our hearts, and certainty that we are no longer 
slaves to sin but are slaves to righteousness.  In response to 
God’s love, we worship and praise Him, both in public wor-
ship and with our daily lives.
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